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Environment:

Air Quality
Sangamon County - 2003
Air Quality Index: Days Air Quality Index

Percentage of days with good air quality: 88 0-50 Good

Percentage of days with moderate air quality: 12 50 - 100 Moderate

Percentage of days with unhealthful air quality for

sensitive populations: 100 - 200 Unhealthful
Very

Percentage of days with unhealthful air quality: 0 200 - 300 | Unhealthul

Maximum AQI level in 2003

93 300 - 500 Hazardous

Median AQI level in 2003 31

90th Percentile AQI level in 2003

56 | (source: scorecard.org)

Land
Topography

Prior to glaciation of by lIllinois Episode, SangamCounty had a rolling topography that resemhihed t
unglaciated portions of lllinois. Glaciation chawigthe topography by leveling the hills and fillitige
valleys. Today Sangamon County is essentiallyaaiyéevel plain dissected by numerous streams with
many branching tributaries. The topography ismglin areas adjacent to the streams. With thegtian
of a few small hills in Buffalo Hart Township, maasteas that slope 5 percent or more are confindueto
stream valleys and side slopes along streams aiibde ways.

The highest point in the county is more than 7H) &édove sea level in the southwestern corner. The
lowest point is less than 500 feet above meanese in the northwest corner of the county wheee th
Sangamon River exits the county. Most of the cpisibetween 520 and 600 feet above mean sea level
with the western part of the county averaging slighigher elevation.

Parent material

Glaciation by the lllinois Episode occurred appmately 125,000 to 300,000 years ago. Glaciatiothby
Wisconsin Episode occurred approximately 10,0005000 years ago, although this glacier did nogrent
Sangamon County, it still had major effects on #rsa through temperature changes, eolian depwsits
melt water. (Killy, 1998)

The soils in Sangamon County formed in a varietgarent materials. The majority of the soils fodne
loess. Other soils formed in sandy eolian depogiésial drift, alluvium, bedrock residuum, or a
combination of these.

Eolian sediments are materials transported andsitepdoy the wind. Eolian sediments in the countsre
deposited during the Wisconsin Episode and arerltiess or windblown sand. The loess is aboue#b f
thick in the northern part of the county and thim¢ess than 7 feet in the southern part.

RP Springfield-Sangamon County
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Windblown sand consists primarily of very fine saml fine sand. It generally is in scattered aceathe
south side of the valley of the Sangamon River.

Glacial drift is glacially deposited sediment. Téare two main types of glacial drift—till and wuatsh.
Till is material that was deposited directly bya@d#d ice with little or no water action. The tifl Sangamon
County was deposited during the lllinois Episode.

During the Sangamon interglacial stage, which aetlbetween the lIllinois and Wisconsin Episodes, th
relatively flat, stable till surface was exposednignse weathering. A soil formed on the tillfage and
was subsequently buried by depositions of loed® sbils that formed in the till are called paldssand
they reflect the environmental conditions of tHeimation period.

Outwash includes all sediments deposited by runwiaigr from melting glaciers. Outwash is stratified
and varies in composition because of variatiorthénflow of water. The outwash in Sangamon County
was deposited during the Wisconsin Episode.

Stream alluvium is soil material deposited by flaader along streams. The source of the alluvium
generally is material eroded from other parent nelgefarther upstream in the watershed.

The bedrock residuum in Sangamon County is mategakhered from shale and sandstone. It is gdperal
grayish and unstratified. The bedrock is Pennsybmain age. (USDA, 2004)

Soils

Soil is one of the most important natural resounmc8angamon County. The Natural Resources
Conservation Service has identified by name andben00 soil series (kinds of soils) in lllinoig} af
which are found in Sangamon County.

Some of the major soils in the county are

Hartsburg Osco, and SableéThese dark colored soils, developed under praggetation, and formed in
loess. These nearly level to moderately slopirilg soe poorly drained to well drained, and are erately
permeable.

Ipava and Virden
These are dark colored soils developed under praggjetation, and formed in loess. These nearbl le
soils are somewhat poorly drained or poorly drajreed the permeability is moderately slow.

Fayette, Keomah, and Rozetta

These soils were developed under forest vegetatidrformed in loess. They tend to have a lowanph
the subsoil, less organic matter in the surfackaswi are typically less productive than the sdéseloped
under prairie vegetation. These nearly level torgly sloping soils are well drained or somewhaainty
drained and the permeability ranges from modemstow.

Tice and Sawmill

These nearly level bottomland soils occur on fldaifis of major streams and their tributaries. Texsks
are somewhat poorly drained or poorly drained, thedpermeability is moderate. Flooding is a hazard
these soils.

Less extensive soils in the county are:

Assumption, Elco, and Hickory

The Assumption and Elco soils formed in loess @vpaleosol that formed in glacial till. These
moderately sloping to strongly sloping soils arederately well drained, and the permeability rariges
moderately slow to slow.

RP Springfield-Sangamon County
Regional Planning Commission
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The Hickory soils formed entirely in glacial tillThese strongly sloping to steep soils are welind@d, and
the permeability is moderate.

Alvin, Camden, and Middletown

The Alvin soils formed in wind or water depositeéiny and sandy material. These moderately sldaping
strongly sloping soils are well drained, and thenpability is moderately rapid. The Camden sailsrfed
in loess over outwash. These nearly level to natdbr sloping soils are well drained, and the peroiléy
is moderate or moderately rapid. The Middletowitsdormed in loess over sandy eolian material eSéh
gently sloping to moderately sloping soils are wiellined, and the permeability is moderate over
moderately rapid to rapid.

Marseilles
The Marseilles soils formed in a thin layer of lsever weathered shale. These very steep soilsalre

drained, and the permeability is very slow or slow.

All of the major soils of Sangamon County are hyghtoductive. About 465,325 acres or nearly 83% of
the county is considered prime farmland (USDA, 20(rime farmland as defined by USDA is land that
is of major importance in meeting the nations shord long range needs for food and fiber.

There are 8 soil classes identified by the NatRedources Conservation Service

Class | 170,663 acres 30%
Class Il 242 572 acres  43%
Class lll 116,899 acres  21%
Class IV 14,748 acres 3%
Class V 0 acres 0%
Class VI 5,181 acres 1%
Class VI 633 acres 1%
Class VI 0 acres 0%
SS Springfield-Sanga C
R e s Commission
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Land Use

lllinois EPA: Springfield-Sangamon County
Regional Planning Project

(high resolution imagehttp://www.co.sangamon.il.us/Departments/RegiormaiRing/PDFs/Brochures_Docs/Comp_Plan/SangamonE.jpg

Agricultural Land:

Crops produced on the soil and livestock that faedome of these crops contribute to the wealthef
county. In 2007, Sangamon County tied for secortié State in corn yield, with 199-bushel averaige.
tied for sixth in the State in soybean productiaths1 bushels per acre (USDA, 2007).

The county had 993 farms, which average 470 aarsge.

The amount of land in farms around the county wames has the specific definition for farmland. d.am
farms includes crop and livestock acreage, waslelanodland, pasture, land in summer fallow, idle
cropland, and land enrolled in the ConservatioreResProgram and other set aside or commodity gerea
programs. The most recent definition from the US&édtes, “a farm is any establishment from which
$1,000 (gross value) or more of agricultural pradweere sold or would normally be sold during teary
(USDA, 2007).

Sangamon County Land in Farms

Year Acres
1910 520,999 | Although minor additions, deletions, and modifications to the definitions
1930 504,384 of crops and acreage and methods of accounting have resulted in
fluctuations in the total farmland acres for Sangamon County, the
general trend has been diminishing of farm acreage over time
1959 480,539
1987 493,253
1992 446,750 * The 2007 area values differ from 2002 because of the
1997 466,956 improved accuracy of spatial data. The proportion of
2002 468,314 land area in farms may now exceed 100-percent because
some operations have land in two or more counties,
but all acres are tabulated in the principal county of
operation.
2007 *518153

(source: USDA NASS - IASS)

RP Springfield-Sangamon County
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Sangamon County Farm Number and Size

Year | Ave. Acreage Number of Farms
1992 427 1,044
1997 470 993
2002 483 970
2007 449 1,153

(source: NASS Ag. Census Datum, 1992, 1997,
2002, 2007)

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program enrollees

Sangamon County currently has over 9,600 acreanof inder the CREP program. Approximately 5,000
acres are under permanent easements. The follonémpgdetails the various CREP enrollments in the

county, as well as their approved conservationtmaeander the program (CTRL+Click to download high
resolution pdf).

Legend
I CREP Enroliment
[ | waterway
Roadway

CREP Practice Type

ApD [ cP22
cP1 [ cp23

cP12|  CP3A
[ cr2 CP4D
[0 cp21 [ cPe

Sangamon County Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program

8
Miles.

(high resolution map: http://www.co.sangamon.il.us/Departments/RegioraiRing/PDFs/Brochures_Docs/Comp_Plan/CREP)pdf

Springfield-Sangamon County
Regional Planning Commission
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Approved Conservation Practices

ADD — Added/Modified acreage CP12 - Wildlife Food Plot
CP2 - Establishment of Permanent Native Grasses CP22 - Riparian Buffer
CP3A - Hardwood Tree Planting CP21 - Filter Strip

CP4D - Permanent Wildlife Habitat, Noneasement CP23 - Wetland Restoration

CP9 - Shallow Water Areas for Wildlife
The lllinois Conservation and Climate Initiative (ICCI)

ICCl is a joint project of the State of Illinois@ithe Delta Institute that allows farmers and lamaers to
earn greenhouse gas emissions credits. The coaditse sold on the Chicago Climate Exchange. [##gi
practices include, continuous no-till and stripfirming, certain grass and tree plantings, as agthird-
party certified sustainable forest management plans

Severable Resources:

Sangamon County has one active underground coalthi@&/iper mine at Williamsville. Itis an
underground mine predominantly in Logan County,dpbrtion of which is in Sangamon County. The
mine produced 2 million short tons of coal in 2@B@&tional Mining Association, 2007 Coal Producer
Survey).

The Viper mine is mining the lllinois No. 5 Seartsaareferred to as the Springfield Seam. Inteometi
Coal Group estimates that Viper controls approxatya82.9 million tons of coal reserves, plus an
additional 38.5 million tons of non-reserve cogbdsits. Approximately 70.5% of the coal reserves a
leased, while 29.5% is owned in fee. The leasesetained by annual minimum payments and by
tonnage-based royalty payments. The leases cembeved until all mineable and merchantable cosl ha
been exhausted. Nearly two-thirds of the viper ncio@l is provided to electrical utilities. (Reuters
company profilehttp://www.reuters.com/finance/stocks/companyPe@Blymbol=ICO.N&rpc=66

In January of 2009, the Sangamon County Board appra plan that will give ICG sales and property ta
breaks for expanding mining operations. Viper nomaers International Coal Group of lllinois reqiges
the extension of an enterprise zone for a $200niléxpansion of the mine. The expansion wouldrekse
third shaft into northern Sangamon County nearigfilbville and will likely result in additional saléax
revenue from the mined coal. As of 2006, ICG Vipene operations employed 251 people.
(Niziolkiewicz, 2008) (note: negotiations pending annexation jf )

RP Springfield-Sangamon County
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Waste Management

In 2006, 452,000 tons of waste was generated iga&aan County, with 163,000 tons (36%) of it
recycled. The following facilities are active iargyamon County. (IL EPA, 2007a)

Sangamon Valley Landfill

The 198-acre Springfield municipal solid waste fdhdontains 24 acres of disposal area. They ptce
Municipal, non-hazardous special waste and reciatabin 2007, they accepted 469,558 gate cubitsyar
of waste, equivalent to 142,290 tons, averagingt6ag per day. The landfill's capacity for 2008 is
certified gate cu. yards. (Tons) 7,423,000 (2,2d@)0(IL EPA, 2007b)

Dirksen Parkway Compost Facility

2901 S. Dirksen Parkway, Springfield

Landscape waste accepted from and used on Stai®I@apmplex properties only. The site has a
maximum volume of 8,000 cubic yards per year. ERA, 2007b)

Evans Recycling 3
2100 J. David Jones Pkwy-B, Springfield, Landscapste only. (IL EPA, 2007b)

Waste Management/Springfield Transfer Station
3000 E. Ash St., Springfield. Municipal, recyclesl solid waste, and brush. (IL EPA, 2007b)

Water

The county has approx 1,100 lakes and ponds. &3EthL000 are private ponds and 80 are organizhtion
lakes. These private waters encompass about 1¢t@6.aThere are public bodies of water totalingemo
than 4, 400 acres of water (IDNR 2000b). Each gparox 25,000 fishing trips are made to Lake
Springfield. Lake Sangchris, partially locatedSangamon, each year is one of the most heavilgdish
lakes in the state with an estimated 65,000 angtipg each year. (IDNR, 2000c) More than 13,000
residents of Sangamon County enjoy angling oppar&sneach year and add more than $8 million to the
local economy (IDNR, 2000a). The economic impagtife does not consider other recreational actsvitie
such as camping, pleasure boating, hunting or @ikirand around the water resources.

Of the 428 miles of streams in Sangamon County,ri3&s of them (comprised of 12 streams) are less
than 20 feet in average width. At an average &ffeet in width, the Sangamon River is the largest
moving water source in the county. The majoritginéams or stream banks in the county are in fgriva
ownership. (SSCRPC, 1997)

Total lakes & streams amount to approx. 9,444 agféskes & streams or about 1.7% of the county.
(IDNR, 1996)

Lakes:

Lake Springfield and the Sangamon River providedgopportunities for fishing, boating, and swimming,
and the surrounding areas provide good opportsriidiepicnicking, hunting, camping, and hiking.
Several hundred acres of Sangchris Lake are indhtheastern part of the county. This State-owake |
is suitable for fishing, boating, and other redmal activities. (USDA, 2004)

More than 70 species of fish inhabit the waterSarfigamon County. Prime opportunities for fishirg ar
available on rivers, streams, lakes, and farm ponds

RP Springfield-Sangamon County
Regional Planning Commission
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Lake Sangchris

Lake Sangchris, partially located in Sangamon Cgustone of the most heavily fished lakes in tha&&
About 65,000 angling trips are made to this lakehegear (IDNR, 2000c). Lake Sangchris has excellen
populations of largemouth bass, channel catfisithdéad catfish, bluegill, and crappie. The lalse al
supports a striped bass fishery and currently hibld<State record for that species (31 pounds €ex)n

Lake Springfield

City Water, Light & Power owns and manages Lakarield and its surrounding 57 miles of shoreline
and numerous public parks. The lake adjacent padeive 600,000 visitors annually.

The 4200-acre reservoir is the largest municipaiiyned lake in lllinois. Lake Springfield's primary
purpose is to serve as the source of drinking wWatethe city of Springfield and several nearby
communities. In addition, it is a major centrdihibis recreation center, as well as the sourcepafienser
cooling water for the utility's lakeshore powermilaomplex. (CWLP, 2009c)

Lake Springfield provides a Sangamon County vepuéghing, boating, and swimming. Lake
Springfield is the most heavily fished impoundmieciated entirely in the county. Approximately 25)00
fishing trips are made to that lake each yean(@is Department of Conservation, 1991). Boatsaadbon
Lake Springfield include canoes, motorboats, pomspoowboats, and sailboats. Boats and craft pf an
kind with mast heights of more than 35 feet maybed, kept or stored onbn the central basin and

central basin marginal lanCWLP, 20093

There are 15 sport fish in Lake Springfield, indhgdstrong populations of largemouth bass, channel
catfish, flathead catfish, bluegill, walleye, antite bass. Fishing is allowed either from boatshenwater
or from any public portion of the shoreline. Swiingy bathing and wading are permitted only in
designated areas. (CWLP, 2009b).

Other Sangamon County public lakes

There are several other public lakes in the countjuding an lllinois Department of Transportatiake
and lakes in Williamsville, Loami, and Washingtoarl More than 13,000 residents of Sangamon County
enjoy angling opportunities each year and add rti@e $8 million to the local economy (IDNR, 2000a).

Sangamon County also has hundreds of privately dwn®ll lakes and ponds. (SSCRPC, 1997)

Waterways in Sangamon County:

The county has about 428 miles, or 1,611 acrestreims. Of the 250 miles of significant streams i
Sangamon County, 180 miles of them (comprised dftigams) are less than 20 feet in average wiéith.
an average of 115 feet in width, the Sangamon Rsvéive largest moving water source in the couritih w
more than 50 miles of river way in the county. Thajority of streams or stream banks in the coangyin
private ownership. Education programs are neegl@fdrm landowners of stream bank care to prevent
erosion and encourage fish and wildlife as thesergvays provide benefits to the entire county. (SBC,
1997)

Major fishing areas are the Sangamon River, thetSBork of the Sangamon River, and Lick Creek and
Sugar Creek directly west of Springfield. Thessaarsupport largemouth bass, white bass, crappiéisis
species, walleye, drum carp, and catfish spedi@sofs Department of Conservation, 1971).

RP Springfield-Sangamon County
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The South Fork from Horse Creek to the confluerfadb@ Sangamon River is listed as one of threedi$
Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) sites in Sangamoru@ty. It received this designation as it has with
unusual concentrations of mussels and high qustiigams.

Streams of note in Sangamon Count{SSCRFPC, 1997)

Brush Creek — Originating at the Southern boundary of the ¢tpamd flowing northeast to Horse Creek,
its stream banks are bordered by cultivated craptarin some cases by a thin band of trees. Toegsed
dam at Horse Creek for a second water supply wafiédtt Brush Creek.

Buckhart Creek — Enters Sangamon County in the southeast and flmathwest into the Sangamon
River. The watershed is in cropland and, in maaggs, is cultivated up to the stream bank. Treast
bottom is mainly silt.

Legend w‘#{
B Vetewsy Sangamon County Waterways !
— Ruadway o 1 2 + 13 Sl“g5

(high resolution map: http://www.co.sangamon.il.us/Departments/RegioraiRing/PDFs/Brochures_Docs/Comp_Plan/Streams.pdf

Cantrall Creek — Originates at the northern county boundary #émds south and west near Cantrall to the
Sangamon River. The predominant bank vegetatigraisses, although trees and cultivated cropland
border the stream in many places.

Griffith Creek — Originating near Mechanicsburg and flowing wiagt Clear Creek and the Sangamon
River, its banks are bordered by a thin intermitteand of trees or cropland. The watershed isléarch

SS
RP
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Horse Creek— Originates in Montgomery County and flows norén@vinto Sangamon County and the
Sangamon River. The creek runs through Pawneleardl of timber follows the stream, but the watedshe
is primarily farmland. Horse Creek is proposetbéocdammed for a second water supply (Hunter Lake) f
the City of Springfield.

Lick Creek — Originates in western Sangamon County and fleagtward south of Loami into Lake
Springfield. A band of timber follows the streaaithough the watershed is cropland.

Prairie Creek — Originates at the western boundary and flowsheaist to the Sangamon River. This
stream often overflows its banks. A thin bandreés or cropland borders the stream and its watédrsh
primarily cropland.

Richland Creek— Originates in the northwest and flows east thhoBpasant Plains to Prairie Creek.
This stream floods frequently. Its watershed @ptand, which often extends up to the bank.

Sangamon River— Originates in McLean County and enters Sanga@mmty southeast of llliopolis.
The river flows northwest passing through Riveraowl north of Springfield to leave the county noatdte
of Salisbury. The riverbanks are lined with trdas, the watershed is mostly cropland. Extendiveding
occurs after periods of much rain.

South Fork —Starts in Christian County and enters Sangamon @onnhe southeast. It flows northward
and empties into the Sangamon River. The strearksbare lined with timber. The watershed is mostly
cropland and the river floods after heavy rains.

Spring Creek —Originates near the western county boundary anasflaortheast to the Sangamon River.
Its floodplains form a boundary to Springfield'syclimits in some places. There is a thin bantreés
along the banks and brush piles and logjams aresraus.

Sugar Creek— Enters Sangamon County in the south and flowtheast near Thayer and Auburn to the
Sangamon River. This creek has been dammed tolfakma Springfield. A thin band of timber follows
the banks.

Wolf Creek — enters Sangamon County in the north and flowshseear Williamsville to the Sangamon

River. There is a thin bank of trees along thekbawmith many brush piles and overhanging treese Th
watershed is primarily cropland and agriculturdlygmn is present.

Groundwater

(Need groundwater info)

Wind

According to the National Renewable Energy Labagalitinois wind maps,
average wind speed classification for most of dliinis class Ill, with some are
considered class IV. The scale ranges from oseven, with seven being the
highest speed. With recent turbine developmefdsses three and up
considered as potential wind energy locatigns. Department of Energy, 2001)

The Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative, a lotilitiy providing electric
service in Sangamon, Morgan, Macoupin, Christiaud, ontgomery counties
operates a wind turbine at Interstate 55 at Fanillers The single “Gob Nob”
turbine produces 900 KilowattgRECC, 2009)

RP Springfield-Sangamon County
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AWEMC Wind Farm Development

American Wind Energy Management Corporation isigtassions with Sangamon County, as well as a
number of Pleasant Plains residents, regardingenpal wind farm in the county. The 31-squareemil
potential wind farm site in Sangamon County is limehby Pleasant Plains on the north, Loami on the
south, the Morgan County line on the west and Fagddle on the east. The project is planned toigeov
over 400 megawatt-hours of power via 200 or soféb0turbines. If turbine site leases and county
approval are secured, the project could begin coctsbn by late 2010 or early 201awWEMC, 2009)

A renewable power agreement in place for lllind&es government, currently results in the city of
Springfield purchasing 120 megawatt hours of windpr — 60 for the city and 60 for state government
buildings — from two lowa-based wind farms. In didah, the lllinois Renewable Energy Standard
requires utilities to purchase renewable enerdg\edls increasing over time. Numerous other policy
incentives and requirements intend to stimulateweble energy, including the possibility of futuwarbon
tax or trade system. Wind resources are expeotbd tleveloped as an energy source in Sangamon
County.

Natural Resources:

Forested Land

Sangamon County originally had 163,328 acres @&si@d land. Much of the forested areas were
eliminated by early settlers for fuel, building mials and for agriculture purposes many years dgmlay
only about 20% of the original forested acres byam standing. The county is 8.8% forest, wetland
open water, with approximately 4.8% or 27,129 apresently forested (IDNR, 1996). Of this totallyon
about 2000 acres is under management by a forgdterson et Al 1989) Forested land provides
windbreaks which protect livestock, building andnfr wind & snow. They provide food and cover for
wildlife habitat. Forested land also providestioise reductions as well as helping to preventienos
(USDA, 2004)

Though not rated as natural areas, the countydesltwo state-owned areas for recreation that also
provide habitat: the 127-acre Sangamon River $tatstat Area (formerly known as the Sangamon
County Conservation Area) and Lake Sangchris Ratzeational Area. Both are primarily used for
hunting. Lake Sangchris also features campingtitmdishing, and hiking trails. The county maeag
the area formerly known as Driftwood Acres, a 5Beagetland banking mitigation effort initiated téfset
wetlands lost to road construction (SSCRPC, 1997).

Protected Forested Land

Sangamon County has a number of protected ardasested land. These include, Carpenter Park, Lick
Creek Wildlife Preserve.

Harvested Timber

Although Sangamon County does have some timbeekaing activity, data within the last decade is not
available.

RP Springfield-Sangamon County
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Prairie/Grasslands

There are a number of prairie plantings in Sanga@mmty featuring a wide variety of native species.
These include:

Adams Wildlife Sanctuary Nipper Wildlife Sanctuary
Carpenter Park Old 36 RR Prairie
Centennial Park Old 54 RR Prairie

CWLP Prairie Planting Stuart Park

Gurgon’s Park UIS Prairie

I-55 Prairie Plantings

Wetlands
GIS map in progress
Public, private, program, protection

Floodplain and Drainage

The county is in the Springfield Plain Region (Bstrgm et al., 1976/ Soil Survey) Shallow river egh
dissect the Springfield plain. The natural drgmés westward. The Sangamon River and its trilrga
the South Fork of the Sangamon River and numenmadiesr streams drain the county except for the
northeast corner.

Approx 10% of the area in Sangamon County is inl@ year flood plain as designated by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency. A large portion efftbod prone area of the county is in the
unincorporated parts of the county although sevaraimunities are also vulnerable to flooding. The
majority of flooding in the county is riverine fldong related to over banking of the rivers & stream

Left undisturbed, a flood plain provides a storagea for floodwaters helping to reduce the heigit a
flow of flooding. Flood plains also provide halbitar a diverse array of plants and animals corgrokion
and recharge groundwater.

Sangamon County was the recipient of a Hazard Btitg grant (funding provided by FEMA) for the
purchase of a flood-prone area located at the genfle of Sugar Creek and the South Fork of the
Sangamon River. The purpose of the grant prograsmtasremove structures from the floodplain to
prevent repeated flood damage and to preserveatigeds open space forever. After the removal of
approximately forty structures, associated utsitiend debris, the acreage will now be converted to
wetlands/upland forest. Additional properties mayelvaluated for participation in this grant progrdinis
property is now the counties first park, the Sdutink Preserve. (FEMA, 2009)

Sangamon County typically receives an average &@3mches of rainfall each year. Of this, moranti21
inches or about 60% usually falls between March&eptember (SangCo, 2008a). The average snowfall
is just over 21 inches (SangCo, 2008b).

The county has 12,838 acres of wetlands or 2.3teofounty (IDNR, 1996)Can this be checked by
SWCD office?

Drainage districts - Levee System
“Drainage districts are local bodies formed for thepose of draining, ditching, and improving Idod

agricultural and sanitary purposes. They are aizhad to build and maintain drains and leveesymall
necessary private land within their corporate bedbe that purpose, and to tax land within theinhdaries
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as necessary” (lllinois State Archives, 2009). Tdwainage districts exist in Sangamon County: Booth
drainage district and Union drainage district —ahésville (ICIC, 2003).

The Lanesville portion of the Union drainage didtdversees the Lanesville-llliopolis Drainage Rét:
Area. Board Members make sure the area is welhtaiaied, in good working order and provide oversigh
and management of the area. (SangCo, 2009)

(Integrate IDNR levee info here.)

Stormwater Resources

Storm water management systems using retentioml@testion ponds should be viewed as a greenway
resource. Subdivisions individually provide theivn stormwater management and frequently, detention
areas are placed in out-of-the-way, unusable pwtid the subdivision. There is currently no regiguan
for stormwater management and drainage areas amonoected. (SSCRPC, 1997)

Clustering and combining stormwater areas alonb existing floodplain, streams, or wetlands camltes
in a connected greenway system between subdivisiArregional stormwater plan is needed along with
stormwater management ordinance. The ordinanaddket standards for not only peak flow, but for
infiltration rates, pollution and sediment contanld vegetation. (SSCRPC, 1997)

In addition to flood and sediment control, stormevatontrol greenways include additional benefitshsas

additional open space, scenic residential or coroigesettings, natural areas for wildlife and
screening/privacy from other uses. (SSCRPC, 1997)

lllinois Natural Areas Inventory sites

The lllinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) providea set of information about high quality naturales,
habitats of endangered species, and other signifitatural features. Information from the INAI isad to
guide and support land acquisition and protectimyg@ams by all levels of government as well as by
private landowners and conservation organizati8asngamon County has three INAI sites:

Site Name Site Categories Description

Carpenter Park I, M1 Old growth upland/flodalip forest
Sangamon River: Richland Creek VI Mussel bed

South Fork Sangamon River: [, Vi Mussel bed

INAI Category Descriptions:

Cat. | = High quality natural community and naturammunity restorations

Cat. Ill = State dedicated Nature Preserves, LawdVilater Reserves, & Natural Heritage Landmarks
Cat. VI = Unusual concentrations of flora or faamal high quality streams

Conservation and Preservation Areas

Adams Wildlife Sanctuary

Owned by the lllinois Audubon Society the 40-aa@acuary is located on Clear Lake Avenue, on tis¢ ea
side of Springfield, a few blocks west of the istsstion of [-55 and I-72. The woods, walking traélad a
small prairie restoration are maintained as anautdlassroom, as well as for the public. Traiks @pen
daily, and there are several special public evmtaighout the year.

Stewardship is needed to make the woods sustainalddong-term teaching resource by stabilizirg th

tree community and the control of some non-natle@tpspecies. The Friends of Sangamon Valley is
currently leading the effort to manage the woods.
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Adams Wildlife Sanctuary is one of several stat@mdture areas preserved by the Illinois Audubon
Society. Located just minutes from downtown Spiilgf the Sanctuary provides an opportunity foramrb
children to experience hands-on activities andnl@dout the interdependence of plants, animals, and
themselves. Woods and prairie habitats are fourlkisn40-acre Sanctuary. (ISAS, 2008)

Brush Creek

The Brush Creek area is approximately 200 acrésre$t and is mostly owned by the City of Sprinigfie
It includes the only occurrences of Post Oak incwenty (FOSV, 2004). This also is in the congiuc
area of the proposed Hunter Lake. Some of thiswoedd be impacted with construction.

Carpenter Park

One of three lllinois Natural Area Inventory sitasSangamon County (IDNR/INAI database), Carpenter
Park is a 322-acre tract with high quality upland #oodplain forest communities, intermittent stmes,
small seeps, and sandstone bedrock outcrops. Téegsees represent over half of the remaining fares
originally occurred along the major streams offi

the Springfield Section of the Grand Prairie
Natural Division. Carpenter Park has a well-
documented history, which begins with the
local Indians who wintered on the bluffs above
a river they called Sain quee-mon (Sangamori
Two early settlers, William and Margaret
Higgins, built a cabin near the present day
preserve and were possibly the first white
people to view the area. William Carpenter
arrived in 1820 and opened a small farm,
established a ferry, and erected a flour and
mill on the Sangamon River. Carpenter's
daughter Sarah inherited the property and
eventually sold it to the Springfield Park SO & i
District in 1922. (IDNR, 2009a) Carpenter/Riverside Parks (Chris Young/the Statenio Register)

In spite of heavy use, the preserve still maintaiiégh quality wet-mesic floodplain forest, dontetby
old growth sycamore, silver maple, cottonwood, boxr elder trees. The dry-mesic upland forest
community is dominated by black and white oaks seattered with scattered black cherry and hickory.
The steep slopes and ravines support red and wdiite The canopy trees are over four hundred yadrs
but past disturbances have eliminated the yourggeckasses (LaGesse, V, et al., 2001). This knegé
along the river is important habitat for many wifleispecies such as deer, raccoon, white-footedsmou
and short-tailed shrew. At least 82 species afshivest here, including the pileated woodpeckeairjeic
tanager, summer tanager, Kentucky warbler, paraldher, yellow-throated warbler and prothonotary
warbler. (IDNR, 2009a)

Gurgen Park’s 400 acres is adjacent to Carpentird®a serves as a buffer for the preserve and has
additional floodplain forest and several tree ararie plantings.

Carver Yocum Homestead Park

Approximately 9-acres on east side of Camp Buderth of Old Rt. 36. Carver Yocum Homestead Park
was acquired by the county through a buyout froenfladeral Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
and has a history of flooding. In 2007, a consimmeeasement was established for the park with the
Friends of Sangamon Valley group. The propertjuihes Silver maple floodplain forest, wet prairie
(restoration in process) and wet mesic prairigt@rasion in process) and is home to large persimtress.
Friends of Sangamon Valley have plans to estahblisimterpretive trail on the site. (FOSV, 2008a)
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CWLP Wildlife Sanctuary

The Wildlife Sanctuary is 12.89 acres. It is locht® Woodland Trail in Chatham, IL. The Wildlife
Sanctuary has playground equipment, horseshoeapitisa softball diamond. There is one pavilion and
four uncovered picnic areas, as well as a docldoess from the lake. (CWLP, 2009)

Glenwood Woods

Located north of Glenwood Middle School off ChathRdh this 75-acre tract is owned by CWLP. Friends
of Sangamon Valley have submitted a managementfptareview to CWLP. The site is mostly upland
oak hickory forest; with small portions of hardwolt@bdplain forest and dry upland slopes domindtged
chinquapin and bur oak. Vern LaGesse of Friendsasfgamon Valley says, “This is one of the best
public-owned uplands outside Carpenter Park, ivshiew exotics and we think this will be a great
opportunity to develop a learning curriculum to werith Glenwood Middle School as an outdoor lab.”
(FOSV, 2008b)

Irwin's Park

“Auburn Township’s Irwin’s Park is a historic comsation/recreation area. Panther Creek flows from
west to east through the entire Park. Irwin's Ransists of approximately 28 acres of picturesgqubér
and approximately 35 acres of tillable land. Thé/@emains of a dance pavilion in the timber abe 2
pillars that supported it. A 2-acre yard with bt residence known as the "Rock House" and brick
outhouse situated on it are near the remains dbtinedation of a 2-story mansion built in 1865 tapE€
James Irwin and his wife, the former Rachel Hartlayghter of Silas Harlan. Paul Irwin, Dallas, ag&x
great-grandson of Silas Harlan, gifted this entir@perty known as "lrwin's Park" to the Auburn T@hip
in December 1991. The Board of Trustees of Aulllownship deeded said property to the Irwin's Park
Association, Incorporated, in April 2008.” (IrwiraFk Association, 2009)

Lake Sangchris State Fish and Wildlife Area

In 1969, ComEd deeded 1,414 acres of land arounthke to the state, along with easement rights for
boating and fishingIn August of 1997, the Department of Natural Resesipurchased 1,180 acres along
the west shoreline of Lake Sangchris from ComEuhgmg the park to a total of 3,024 acres, most of
which is in Christian County. Today, ongoing deyet@nts and improvements have transformed the
Sangchris Lake State Park into a popular outddogak The recreation area is a popular location fo
picnicking, camping, fishing, hunting, and boatiiPNR, 2009b)

Lick Creek Wildlife Preserve

Lick Creek Wildlife Preserve is 340 acres. It isdted at the western-most end of Lake Springfiattl a
comprises beautiful wooded hills and marshy lowtarithere are hiking trails throughout the Preserve,
which is home to a variety of native flora and faufihe area was set aside as a wildlife preser¢89a.
(CWLP, 2009)

Lincoln Memorial Gardens

In 1936, Springfield native Harriet Knudson envisd a unique living memorial to Abraham Lincoln, a
garden composed only of plants native to Kentuthkgiana and lllinois, the three states in whichdaim
lived. She convinced the city of Springfield tondte land along the shore of the newly created Lake
Springfield, and Mrs. Knudson, a member of the i8yfield Civic Garden Club, coordinated a project in
which the Garden Clubs of lllinois agreed to sporle project. To design the unusual living triuées.
Knudson was able to secure the services of Jesgdeone of the nation’s foremost landscape arthite

Today’s Lincoln Memorial Garden includes more ti#9 acres of land that incorporate the original 63
acres, the Walnut Grove, small tracts to the @adtsouth of the original property, and a 29 aitee s
known as the Ostermeier Prairie Center. This forfieuen includes a century-old restored farmhousenb
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and a pond. It was acquired by the Foundatior®Bb1 The pasture and cropland have been restored t
native prairie typical of central lllinois duringessettiement days. (LMGNC, 2009)

Nipper Wildlife Sanctuary

Nipper Wildlife Sanctuary is 120 acres located l2ssouthwest of Springfield near Loami. Estalelisim
1992 by the estate of Frank and Gladys Nippewliides over 150 different species of flowers dadtp (Robert,
2007). One hundred acres of the Sanctuary iseyrirenty is floodplain forest along with eightexis wetlands
(Per conversation with LaGesse, V., 2009).

Riverside Park

Riverside Park has 470 acres and is located ofatherth side of Springfield, west of Business Robb
(Peoria Road). The park is bordered by the SangdRiver and Carpenter Park to its north and the
railroad to the west. Mixed commercial, industeaall residential uses surround the park on the smdh
east sides. Riverside Park is naturally divided an upper and lower section. (SPD, 2009c)

The upper section provides both a nature/equesadaanture and open green space for activitiesitors
have access to nearly 100 campsites and a humbetw# trails. The park does flood during thengpof
each year periodically due to the rise of watenfitbe Sangamon River. The park closes for safety
reasons during flood season. (SPD, 2009a)

The lower section of Riverside Park contains apinately 200 acres and is designated primarily as an
unleashed dog run area. This area includes a poradl and just less than one mile of riverfrontll&or
you and your dog to enjoy. Lower Riverside alsntams a BMX Club and eight baseball fields are
located in the flood plain near the river. Bankiingy and hiking are available along the mile-longd
adjacent to the river. (SPD, 2009b)

Sangamon County State Fish and Wildlife Area

A satellite of Jim Edgar-Panther Creek State FighWildlife Area, the Sangamon River State Fish &
Wildlife Area is 179 acres of river frontage nedhéns, lllinois. The area is open to hunting (&dec
permit required), bank fishing, hiking, bird watej and other such uses.

South Fork Nature Preserve

Approximately 3.8 acres along Bakutis Rd. near Rstdr. This property was purchased from The Fédera
Emergency Management Agency for the county forassepen space. Friends of Sangamon Valley
manage the site through a 2006 conservation easemMba area is hardwood floodplain forest withgkar
hardwood trees, a historic bridge abutment, ambise to the state endangered Kirtlands water sriadge,
pileated woodpecker and oriole. (FOSV. 2004)

Parks with natural areas

Washington Park

An upland Oak forest located at 1400 Williams Bealel Washington Park is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places and features walkiaggy a botanical garden, large duck pond, rosdegar
and carillon. (SPD, 2009)

Stuart Park

Located in Northwest Springfield, Stuart Park isa&fes and includes a small pond, prairie plardamgell
as two fenced in dog runs.
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Threatened & Endangered Species

Sangamon County has eight species listed as Thezhtnd
three species listed as endangered. Land consemiata key
component of restoring the populations of thesatpland
animals (IDNR, 2008). The Bald Eagle picture waeta
recently in Sangamon County.

(Chris Young/the State Journal Register)

Scientific Name Common Name

Circus cyaneus Northern Harrier LE
Clonophis kirtlandi Kirtlands Snake LT
Falco peregrinus Peregrin Falcon LT
Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle LT
Ixobrychus exilis Least Bittern LT
Lanius ludovicianus Loggerhead Shrike LT
Melanthium virginicum  Bunch Flower LT
Nycticorax nycticorax Black Crowned Night Herron EL
Plantago cordata Heart-Leaved Plantain LE
Spermophilus franklinii  Franklin’s Ground Squirrel LT
Tropidoclonion lineatum Lined Snake LT

LE — Listed as Endangered
LT- Listed as Threatened
(IDNR, 2008)
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Open Space:

Greenways, Blueways and Open Space

N
Legend Sangamon County Greeways e

greenways

Waterway

(high resolution map:
http://www.co.sangamon.il.us/Departments/RegioraiRing/PDFs/Brochures_Docs/Comp_Plan/SangamonCBugyways.pJf

The SSCRPC recommended 11 areas as greenwayslifdhesreenways and Trails Plan for Springfield
and Sangamon County. Friends of the Sangamon Valleyk, creating the “Inventory of Sangamon
County Natural Areas” 2004 report and Sangamon §oGneenspaces planning commission report are the
sources for much of the following area descriptions

These six were recommended for acquisition due tdieir value for natural resource protection or
recreation.

Area 1 — Expansion of the Sangamon County conservan area along the Sangamon River.
The Friends of Sangamon Valley recommend evaluataws in the north, west, and south for expansion
There are high quality dry mesic uplands to theélmexktending into Menard County. The North and West

expansion is approximately 90 acres.

The Southern portion of the expansion is comprafead diverse understory and quality floodplain
hardwood forest. It is approximately 105 acre©Q%$W, 2004)
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Area 2 — Forested and floodplain area along the Sgamon River adjacent to the CNWNorth
proposed trail corridor.

As per the Friends of Sangamon Valley, this 35%-@teenway is, “...not a diverse natural community;
Silver Maple dominates the entire floodplain. Thare 10 owners included. This area may be moiib/eas
protected through conservation easement or prlgattowner stewardship.” (FOSV, 2004)

Area 3 — Expansion of the Carpenter/Riverside Parlarea west along both sides of the Sangamon
River to Walnut Street.

At just over 1,200 acres, these tracts includenhbet diverse natural communities in Sangamon County
Friends of Sangamon Valley have recommended theyldtbe a high priority for protection. (FOSV,
2004)

Area 4 — Expansion of the Sangamon County owned fidplain at the confluence of the Sangamon
River, South Fork, and Sugar Creek.

Approximately 435 acres owned primarily by privitedowners as well as around 60 acres owned by
Sangamon County. (FOSV, 2004)

Area 5 — Floodplain/forest along Spring Creek Soutlof Jefferson Street.
Approximately 480 acres, two-thirds of which istogable agricultural fields. (FOSV, 2004)
Area 6 — Jacksonville Branch through Springfield

Approximately 105 acres in Springfield, which coarseto Washington Park, half of which is owned ty t
Springfield Park District. (FOSV, 2004)

Five more greenways have been recommended for consgtions easements:

Area 7 — Remainder of the Sangamon River Greenwawc¢luding its floodplain and associated
forested areas.

At over 2,100 acres, the tracts comprising the reimg Sangamon River Greenway comprise one of the
largest enduring natural areas in Sangamon Couktyumber of private landowners are representdlen
various tracts in this green space, as well ag H2eacre Sangamon Landfill. (FOSV, 2004) The Samyam
Landfill is currently active.

Area 8 - South Fork Greenway — Village of Rochester

This greenway spans approximately 700 acres artadies a variety of private landowners. It also

includes the South Fork Nature Reserve, which s@pmately 3.8 acres along Bakutis Rd. near
Rochester. This property was purchased from Tlietrad Emergency Management Agency for the county
for use as open space. Friends of Sangamon Maldgyage the site through a 2006 conservation easemen
The area is hardwood floodplain forest with largedwood trees, a historic bridge abutment, anaiséh

to the state endangered Kirtlands water snakeithated woodpecker and oriole. (FOSV, 2004)

Area 9 - Lick Creek

Lick Creek Wildlife Preserve is 340 acres. Itasdted at the western-most end of Lake Springéeld
comprises beautiful wooded hills and marshy lowtantihere are hiking trails through the Preseneclv
is home to a variety of native flora and fauna.e Binea was set aside as a wildlife preserve in.1991
(CWLP, 2009c)
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Notes on the William Parr tract in the Lick Cregkgnway from the Friends of Sangamon Valley: “This
tract is the only example of old growth Chinqua@iak and Sugar Maple forest in the county. It isqural

to see Chinquapin Oak and Sugar Maple growingsodaation with each other. Some natural community
researchers have suggested that these two spehiesoccurring together in a grove-like settingyma
have been planted by American Indians or earlyesstt (FOSV, 2004)

Camp Widjiwagan Girl Scout campground has soméebildest Chinquapin Oaks in the county, with
some aged over 300 years old (FOSV, 2004).

Area 10 - Sugar Creek

Greenwood Woods is approximately 150 acres neag Sgkingfield mostly owned by CWLP, this area
includes the best example of old growth White Cakshe Lake. (FOSV, 2004)

Area 11 - Horse Creek Greenway (proposed Hunter Ladk area)
192-acre continuous undeveloped forested tractiftlghas possible green space. Approximately 168

acres owned by the City of Springfield and apprately 15 acres owned by CWLP (FOSV, 2004). Some
of this area would be lost with the constructiorHointer Lake.

Trail Corridors

Legend of g N
g Priority Trails wfe

Priority_Trails

Waterway

(high resolution map: http://www.co.sangamon.il.us/Departments/RegioreaiRing/PDFs/Brochures_Docs/Comp_Plan/Priority Tradl
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The SSRPC reviewed and ranked area trail corridmegts in the SSCRPC 19%&ngamon County
Greenspaces greenways and trail plan. The following corridoformation is from that plan.

High priority Corridors

CNW — Urban (Corridor 1)

This trail segment is part of the former Chicagd&thwestern Railroad, which traverses Sangamon
County. Abandonment of the corridor because otthi®n Pacific/Southern Pacific merger has been
approved. The corridor is located on Springfielgfewing west side and would be accessible fromyman
residential areas. It receives the highest ratingto its long, continuous length, access froneisd\parks,
and usable bridges over major roadways.

IT — Ash Street to Bunn Park (Corridor 2)

This short trail segment links several parks armbsts in southeast Springfield. It is viewed astal ¥rail
segment because of its potential for an on-stieletd the Lost Bridge Trail and its connection to
sidewalks and bike lanes on"™L$treet and Stanford Avenue, which in turn proxidanections to
UIS/LLCC, Parkway Pointe/Westchester trail, and $ipeingfield to Chatham trail.

Route 29 — South from Rochester (Corridor 3)

Railroad right-of-way along Route 29 southeast fieothester has been acquired by the state ofifilino
It is felt that both road improvements and a mudé trail can be accommodated. The corridor estend
through Sangamon County connecting to Taylorvilld Bana in Christian County, creating a corridor of
regional or statewide significance. This corridauld connect to the Lost Bridge Trail and into
Springfield.

CILCO /CWLP Right-of-Way — Chatham South (Corridor 4)

Most of this corridor is owned by CWLP and CILC@rin Chatham south. It connects to the historically
significant Irwin Park. The corridor would be dfiilt to acquire south of 12.5S Road, so a road
connection on 12.5S Road west to the CNW corri@ar(idor 6) is recommended.

CNW — North (Corridor 5)

This corridor, which is an extension from the nattd of Corridor 1, is one of the most scenic in
Sangamon County. There is an existing historiddeiover the Sangamon River. In addition to therri
there is floodplain and forested areas making h bigality natural habitat area. This corridorlsoahe
only one in the county going north into Menard Cgupward Lincoln’s New Salem Historic Site.

Medium Priority Corridors

CNW-South (Corridor 6)

This rural segment at the south end of Corridar important because of the continuous length dfttrat
would be provided crossing the country from nodisduth. An on-road connection at 12.5S Road to
Chatham / South corridor (Corridor 4) provides @plo

Lost Bridge Spur (Corridor 7)

This spur is currently owned by the state and ceaklily be opened as a hiking path off the Lost i
Trail. This scenic, tree-lined corridor would aal@ariety to the existing trail and could provideeass to
the Sugar Creek greenway.

Douglas to Stuart Parks (Corridor 8)

This corridor links Douglas Park with Stuart Parklahe CNW urban corridor (Corridor 1). Jane Addam
School and Site Q park are also located alongr#tile Private ownership of a portion of this conids the
reason this receives a medium priority. It wouldyide a trail opportunity in northwest Springfield

Clear Lake Avenue to Sangamon River (Corridor 9)
This long length of urban corridor could connee torth and east side of Springfield into a trggitem.
Some private ownership exists. An on-street cotmealong Mayden Street provides the best conoecti
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north to the Sangamon River as part of the railm@ddor north of Mayden (Corridor 9a) is in priea
ownership.

Lake Springfield Trail (Corridor 10)

A Lake Springdfield trail is one of the trail fadigés most often mentioned as desired by citizemsduhe
planning process. The trail would link many paaksl natural areas. The project is ranked as medium
rather than high priority only because CWLP owresldnd and the re is no imminence of loss factdreto
considered. Gradual construction of this tratay time would be appropriate. All road improvenseint
the area should accommodate bicycles and pedestrian

Ash Street to Clear Lake Avenue (Corridor 11)

This segment would connect the Washington MiddleoBt/Jaycee Park area with the proposed trail
system. It would also provide access from the Wiaisidewalk to a major retail area. Unforturiateart
of the corridor is in private ownership. Sevetagjeade street crossings exist.

Westchester / Lincolnshire (Corridor 12)

This corridor parallels the proposed trail fromEeay Pointe east. Even though the general arseried
by a trail, this corridor would provide closer ass¢o some neighborhoods and another link to the
Springfield/Chatham trail.

Sangamon River to Williamsville (Corridor 13)

A CILCO easement runs from the Sangamon River rtorthe county line. The Sangamon River area is
quite scenic. This corridor passes through SherananWilliamsville and connects into the Village of
Williamsville’s proposed trail system. The corrids rated as a medium priority because of itslrura
population use base and no imminence of loss. t\ggms are currently underway to acquire longrter
lease from Cilco for use of this property for rextienal uses.

Parkway Pointe West (Corridor 14)

This segment of abandoned railroad would connecptbposed trail west trough the retail and indaistr
areas of Parkway Pointe and Southwest Plaza tor€lbtlane. It duplicates the access to Koke Mibaid
provided by sidewalks in South West Plaza.

Riverton —East to County line (Corridor 15)

This 16 mile abandoned corridor would link Rivert@awson, Buffalo, and llliopolis. It has a high
tourism penitential because of the possibility xteasion into Macon County to Decatur. Acquisitifn
the corridor would be difficult because approxinhatelf of it is in private ownership.

Low Priority Corridors

Sugar Creek Spur (Corridor 16)

Although totally in private ownership, the segmisnin the floodplain and does not have many podénti
uses. It would provide a variety to the Lost Bridgail and could be maintained only as a hiking tra
without a paved surface. Acquisition of the LosioBe Spur (Corridor 7) first is necessary for asct
this segment.

Leland Grove Trail (Corridor 17)
This corridor would provide a link to WashingtonrP&om a residential area.

Springfield to Riverton (Corridor 18)

This mainly rural corridor is very scenic, but dage on the acquisition of other trail segments (idors 9
and 19) before it would be useful and accessiBle on-road connection would be necessary to ctoss t
Sangamon River to Riverton.
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Northeast Springfield (Corridor 19)

This segment is the urban segment needed befomrdbeding Springfield to Riverton corridor (Cowid
18) could be developed. About half of this segniitt private ownership. The development of Conriélo
is needed before this trail would be useful.

South Grand Avenue to Cook Street (Corridor 20)

This spur to the proposed north/south corridor (idor 11) would provide additional access to tlal tr
system and to Withrow School. Its usefulness deépem the completion of the north/south corridor.
Some of the corridor is in private ownership.

Buckhart (Corridor 21)

This corridor goes through several natural areaditgy southeast to the county line. Even with its
connection to the Lost Bridge Trail via Corridortfis corridor remains a low priority because thére
corridor is in private ownership.

Auburn (Corridor 22)
Although it would be desirable to complete a tham Chatham to Auburn, part of the Auburn seci®n
in private ownership and is being used commercially

Lanphier Area (Corridor 23)
This segment north of Lanphier High School is alwaved and was considered in the trail system.rnbts
recommended at this time because it would have-grade crossing with an active rail line.

Bergen Park (Corridor 24)
This is another segment that would provide incréamiéghborhood access to and from a proposed trail.
The spur remains a low priority until the north/gotrail would be competed (Corridors 9 and 11).

North Central to Indian Hills (Corridor 25)
A trail through this densely populated urban areald be desirable. However, the majority of theridor
is in private ownership and a small portion hastest to other uses.

Lincoln Site Trail (Corridor 26)

This proposal cannot be rated using the same syasetire other trail corridors. City street rightvedy
would be used and different funding sources. ltil@serve more of a tourism/economic development
function by connecting historic sites than othepmsed corridors do. This trail is not presenthan t
following map.

Trailways

In the mid-90’s, the Department of Transportatidafhancement Program approved funds for the areas
first trails. Since then, Sangamon County has nsigigficant progress concerning trails, including:

e “Sangamon County Greenspaces”, a Greenways & TR&ils for Springfield and Sangamon
County, was completed in 1997, though never adopted

» The Village of Rochester manages a portion of tbstIBridge trail, and has connected it to
their community park trail loop.

»  Springfield currently has 15.6 miles of trails thgiout the city.

»  Future plans for trail expansion and new trailghsas the 38-miles Sangamon Valley Trail
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Existing Trails

Trail Name Jurisdiction Miles Date Opened
UIS/LLCC UIS/LLCC 0.65

. . City of Springfield and Village of May 1997 / Sept.
Lost Bridge Trall Rochester 4.9 2005
Wabash Trail City of Springfield 2.2 July 1999
Interurban Trail (Wabash Avenue to Springfield Park District 3 July 1999

Woodside Road)
Interurban Trail (Woodside Road to S L

Village of Chatham) Springfield Park District/Chatham 4.1 June 2003
Lost Bridge Extension to Community
Drive

Village of Rochester 0.75 August 2004

(SSCRPC 2030 Long Range Transportation Plan)

Future Trail Plans

Sangamon Valley Tralil

In 2001, the lllinois Department of Natural Res@s¢IDNR), through the Open Land Trust Program,
purchased an abandoned Union-Pacific railroad a@orri This 38-mile greenway travels through
Sangamon County and into Menard County on the raorthMacoupin County on the south. IDNR has
developed a concept plan that presents a visioddeeloping this corridor as a recreational tridNR
proposes that the trail be developed through aem@dpe partnership among the counties and commesnit
along the trail.(SSCRPC 2030 Long Range Transportation Plan)

It is most likely that the 38-mile Sangamon Valieail will be developed in stages. IDNR’s concpfan
estimates the total cost to be $15 million, whiotludes all engineering, construction, and access
improvements. The plan divides the corridor irggen segments and places priority on three of the
segments. These three segments have the mosttionppeeviously mentioned MPA. Moreover, the
MPA offers the most potential users of the trdihe three priority segments are: 1) Central PRivad to
Stuart Park; 2) Stuart Park to lles Avenue; antle3) Avenue to Centennial Park. These segmerasot
miles and are estimated to cost $3,960,200 (apmately 25% of the total trail)(SSCRPC 2030 Long
Range Transportation Plan)

Funds for development include DNR’s Bike Path gmoigram, which provides 50% of projects costs.
Re-authorization of the federal transportation eckanent program is anticipated, which would be lagrot
source. Commitment of local sponsors and matcliébewneeded for the Sangamon Valley Trail to
become a reality(SSCRPC 2030 Long Range Transportation Plan)

Sangamon Valley Trail

Cost Estimate of 3 Priority Segments

Trail Corridor Additional Trail Connections Total
Preliminary Engineering $997,850 $28,875 $1,025,7
Construction $2,851,000 $82,500 $2,933,500
Total $3,848,850 $111,375 $3,960,225

source: lllinois Department of Natural Resources

The Interurban Trail

The Interurban trail connecting Springfield to Gteah is proposed to continue in the future south to
Auburn.
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Route 66 Bike Route

The Route 66 Trail is a mostly on-road route fayblists and others, from Chicago to St. Louiss It
intended to promote touring by bicyclists and ashtérough Illinois' historic Route 66 corridor apassed
directly through Sangamon County.

Route 66 Bike T
Route Through

Sangamon County : sk (

| \rf | 57 A1 | s Route 66 Bike Route

high resolution map: http://www.co.sangamon.il.us/Departments/RegioraiRing/PDFs/Brochures_Docs/Comp_PI&uute_66_Bike_route.pjif

Sherman to Williamsville multi-use trail

This trail project is in progress and will eventyadrovide biking, hiking, and walking access betwe
Sherman and Williamsville along CILCO property. eTfwo communities have secured a contract for use
of the property as a trail. The project would takeeral years and an estimated $1 million. Taiéwill

be approximately 2.4 miles in leng{@SCRPC 2030 Long Range Transportation Plan)

Blueways

A Blueway is a navigable waterway, including ibtitaries, lying adjacent to conservation areadgffal,
state and local parks, open space, environmergeafigitive lands, wetlands and uplands are used by
humans and wildlife alike.

Listing of area blueways and statement supporting the development and maintenance of blueways?
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025 0.5 Miles

ot Trail Plan
Sherman, lllinois

1 inch equals 0.5 miles
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(high resolution map: http://www.co.sangamon.il.us/Departments/RegiorzaiRing/PDFs/Brochures_Docs/Comp_Plan/ShermanToaf)s.

The proposed trail is part of Corridor 13 on thestaaplan of trails for Sangamon County’s Greenways
Program. This trail would present opportunitiesdéonect to Logan County as well.

Lost Bridge Trail

The Springfield Park District envisions future pesf the trail could extend Lost Bridge Trail dast
to the communities of Taylorville and Pana (Sprielgf Park District).

Springfield-Sangamon County
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Sangamon County -
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Existing and Proposed o | .

o i i o e 7 — . Existing
] 3 Trail

+ Bike Lane

4 I ) Proposed

Bike Lane

Road with Wide Shoulders

------- On-street Connection
! i T A Abandoned Railroad Corridors in Private Ownership
I i P H — s 3 L School

Park

o - = 3 - 1 inch equals 1 mile
Ay i — e
. - o 1 2

(high resolution map: http://www.co.sangamon.il.us/Departments/RegioreaiRing/PDFs/Brochures_Docs/Comp_Plan/County Traibd)

Rail Corridor Development

Initial statement and strategy regarding rail exgi@m

Rail Expansion Goal Statement:
This group recommends all transportation corrigead to be reviewed for environmental impact.

Rail Expansion Strategy:
All transportation corridor plans and developmamuld include full environmental studies of all

natural resources and transportation accessibdlipromote compact, contiguous development utijzin
context sensitive solutions and processes.
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